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Freshwater fish collection 
moved to SAIAB since 2012 
(99 year loan)  



Palaeontology  

Dr Billy de Klerk  
1st  full time curator  
30 year career  
 
Triassic and Cretaceous  
     dinosaurs of E. Cape  

Kirky  ï Nqwebasaurus  thwazi  
The most primitive Ornithomimosaurs  
Ñ 135Ma (Cretaceous)  

Heterodontosaurus  



Palaeontology  

Permian and Triassic 
therapsids, and reptiles of 
the Karoo Basin  

Lystrosaurus  



Fossils from the upper Devonian 
from Grahamstown  area ; algae, 
plants, invertebrates, vertebrates.  

Permian plants and vertebrates from 
E. Cape, N. Cape and Free State;  
fossil insect collections growing.  

Abundant Triassic -Jurassic dinosaurs 
from Drakenberg  foothills in E. Cape;  
Therapsids and other vertebrate 
groups from lower to mid -Triassic  

Most comprehensive Cretaceous 
dinosaur collection in SA; also 
plants, invertebrates and trace 
fossils.  

2 CURRENT AREAS OF RAPID  
GROWTH IN COLLECTIONS  

HISTORICAL EMPHASIS  



Major shift in collection type, style and volume  
over the past 10 years, and into the foreseeable future  

VERTEBRATE COLLECTIONS ï previously a max. 10 specimens  
      per year  

PLANT AND INSECT COLLECTIONS ï Min. 1000 per year  
 
DEVONIAN ECOSYSTEMS ï several hundreds per year  
  

There has been a move towards bulk collecting,  
with an ecological, interdisciplinary approach  




